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HK Phil Principal Viola Andrew Ling Chosen to Play the  
 
World’s Most Expensive-Ever Musical Instrument –  
Stradivarius “MacDonald” Viola, valued around US$45 million, 
 
in Hong Kong among the New York, Paris and HK Sotheby’s travelling 
exhibitions 

 
[4 April 2014, Hong Kong] The Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra’s Principal Viola, Andrew Ling, 
has been chosen to play the legendary ‘MacDonald’ Viola made by Antonio Stradivari in Hong Kong on 
4 April 2014, the only Asian stop among the New York, Paris and HK Sotheby’s travelling exhibitions 
during its Spring sales series.  
 
Stradivari’s name has been a synonym of perfection in the field of musical instruments. The 
‘MacDonald’ Viola, made in 1719, is one of the two violas made during Stradivari’s golden period and is 
one of the few finest violas in existence. It was purchased by Godfrey Bosville, the 3

rd
 Baron 

MacDonald – from whom its name derives – in the 1820s. 
 

“The Stradivarius is an art piece with an inimitable sound. Its varnish is second to 
none, and gives it a three dimensional physicality. The ‘Macdonald’ Stradivarius Viola 
is like an exquisite fine wine that needs to breath in order to release its richest bouquets of 
aromas. It definitely needs to be played in order to open up and comes to live. I would also 
compare this Strad to Aurora, the immortal and forever beautiful Greek Goddess who is 
always loved and being made love to.” 
 

- Andrew Ling, Principal Viola, Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra 
 
“No instrument but a viola brings out the best in Andrew Ling’s natural poignant tone, 
which he delivers as much in the Walton concerto with a community orchestra as in Don 
Quixote with the flagship Hong Kong Phil... His expressive melodic line is exquisite in 
chamber music, and resonates even in premiere works. He is in every way a proud son 
of Hong Kong.” 
 

- Dr Oliver Chou, music critic for South China Morning Post, Yazhou Zhoukan, RTHK 
 
The Viola was last owned and played by Peter Schidlof, violist of the Amadeus Quartet based in 
London until he died in 1987. The instrument has then been locked in a safe for 27 years until being 
offered for sale by the family of the late musician.  
 
Michael MacLeod, Chief Executive of the HK Phil and a former Personal Representative of the 
Amadeus Quartet from 1979-1987 and who worked closely with Peter Schidlof said, “A musical 
instrument, especially an instrument that is arguably the greatest viola ever made, should be heard and 
should be played. I’m delighted that Andrew Ling, the Principal Viola of the HK Phil, has the opportunity 
to play and show off to the world the sound of this great viola.” 
 
Andrew Ling demonstrated the perfection of this legendary instrument on 4 April during an event hold 
by Sotheby Hong Kong with the following repertoire: 
 
BACH   Prelude from the Cello Suite no. 4 
VIEUXTEMPS  Cappriccio for Solo Viola 
 
 



 

 
About Andrew Ling, Principal Viola [full biography] 
A native of Hong Kong, Andrew Ling attended Indiana University, where he completed his 
undergraduate studies with Henryk Kowalski, and his graduate studies at Indiana University with 
Mauricio Fuks. He then studied with Cho-Liang Lin at Rice University in Houston. 
 
Ling began studying the violin at the age of six under the tutelage of the late Professor Lin Yao-ji of the 
Central Conservatory of Music, Beijing. As a child, he toured Europe, North America and the 
Asia-Pacific region performing extensively throughout these regions with the Hong Kong Yip's 
Children's Choir as its resident violin soloist, as well as appearing regularly as a soloist with the Pan 
Asia Symphony Orchestra. His latest performance last year saw him playing Walton’s Viola Concerto 
under the baton of international award winning conductor, Jimmy Tsang to critical acclaim. He has also 
collaborated with the Hong Kong Chinese Orchestra and the China Film Philharmonic Orchestra, and 
has given recitals in Hong Kong, the United States and Austria. 
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Andrew Ling demonstrates the perfection of the 
legendary ‘MacDonald’ Viola made by Antonio 
Stradivari 

From left to right: Mr Kevin Ching, CEO Asia of Sotheby’s; 
Mr Andrew Ling, Principal Violist, Hong Kong Philharmonic 
Orchestra; Mr Michael MacLeod, Chief Executive, Hong 
Kong Philharmonic Orchestra   
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Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra 
Music Director: Jaap van Zweden 
 
The Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra is the city’s largest and busiest musical organisation and is a 
vital part of Hong Kong’s cultural life. This season it celebrates its 40th professional season, but its 
roots stretch back well over a century. The HK Phil has now evolved into an orchestral powerhouse in 
the region, and an acclaimed cultural centrepiece of Asia’s World City.  
 
The HK Phil is formed on the belief that a great city deserves a great orchestra. Annually it presents 
over 150 concerts attracting over 200,000 music lovers. Featuring an enviable roster of international 
conductors and soloists, the HK Phil performs a broad variety of music, with many concerts presented 
free; among them the annual Swire Symphony Under The Stars. Through its acclaimed education 
programme, over 40,000 young people learned about orchestral music in the last year.  
 
The Swire Group Charitable Trust has been the Principal Patron of the HK Phil since 2006. Swire’s 
enlightened support, the most generous in the orchestra’s history, continues to enable the orchestra to 
reach towards high artistic goals.  
 
The HK Phil’s members come from every corner of the globe, with a strong core of Hong Kong 
musicians. In September 2012 Jaap van Zweden became the orchestra’s Music Director. Future years 
will see an ambitious series of new projects, with major international tours, renewed local partnerships, 
and large-scale concert events. The HK Phil has commenced a multi-CD recording project for Naxos, 
featuring works by Chinese composers. 
 
The Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra is financially supported by the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative 
Region 
SWIRE is the Principal Patron of the Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra 
The Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra is a Venue Partner of the Hong Kong Cultural Centre 


