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Jaap van Zweden and HK Phil's performances at the Beijing Music Festival  
Hailed as an Outstanding Success    

 
“This co-production of ‘Die Walküre’ was certainly one of the most memorable ones in my life as 
Intendant. 50 years after the original premiere in Salzburg, you [Jaap van Zweden] conveyed Karajan’s 
spirit to Beijing in a deeply moving way. Thank you for joining this project with the wonderful Hong 
Kong Philharmonic Orchestra. Your conducting was so energetic, idiomatic and transparent and you 
really deserve this triumph!”  
--- Professor Peter Ruzicka, Managing Director and Intendant of the Salzburg Easter Festival 
 
“The forever ‘Die Walküre’, the great Wagner, the exquisite HK Phil, an exciting performance.”  
--- Ye Xiaogang, Vice Chairman, Chinese Musicians’ Association, composer 

 
“The major highlight of this production of ‘Die Walküre’ was the Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra 
conducted by Jaap van Zweden.  Jaap van Zweden caught the hearts of the audience from the first 
note of Act One...”   
--- Li Cheng, Principal Journalist, Beijing MorningPost 

 
“Maestro Jaap van Zweden and the Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra moved from the pit onto the 
stage, … and revealed the full weight of Bruckner’s Eighth Symphony to the audience.”   
--- Wang Jiyan, critic 
 
[10 November 2017, Hong Kong] The Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra (HK Phil) was once again 
invited by the Beijing Music Festival to perform this year after the widely-acclaimed closing concert in 2016.  
Led by its Music Director, Jaap van Zweden, HK Phil presented two programmes at the 20

th
 Beijing Music 

Festival in October. The performances were an outstanding success with audiences and critics alike.   
 
In “A Timeless Karajan Version of Wagner” (24 & 27 October), Maestro van Zweden and HK Phil restored 
Herbert von Karajan’s Salzburg Easter Festival staged production of Die Walküre with world-class Wagner 
singers and a production team from Beijing and Salzburg. There was a special significance in staging 
Karajan’s Salzburg version as it marked the 50

th
 Anniversary of its premiere at the Salzburg Easter Festival. 

 
Another highlight of the Festival was Bruckner’s Eighth Symphony featured in the “Sounding Cathedral 
Architecture” (28 October).  Maestro van Zweden had presented his very personal take on this glorious, 
magisterial and intensely beautiful symphony in Hong Kong prior to taking it to the Beijing Music Festival, and 
it was loved by the local audience.   Jaap van Zweden is truly “the leading interpreter of Bruckner’s 
symphonies”, as BBC Music Magazine put it.  To complement the performance, the Beijing Music Festival 
organized a special pre-concert talk in which maestri van Zweden and Yu Long shared their thoughts on 
Bruckner’s Eighth Symphony with the audience.  There was much meaningful dialogue between the 
participants and the audience. 
 
HK Phil’s Beijing tour was part of the celebration of the 20

th
 Anniversary of the Establishment of the HKSAR.  

The wonderful performances were graced by the attendance of Mr. Li Jiangang, Deputy Director General of 
the Bureau for External Cultural Relations Ministry of Culture, PRC, and Miss Winnie So, Deputy Director of 
the Beijing Office of HKSAR. 
 
During the stay in Beijing, HK Phil’s Chief Executive Michael MacLeod and Director Mr. Steven Ying were 
invited to share their views on “Art and Charity” at the Jingshi Philanthropy Lecture held in the Tin Ka Ping Art 
Building, Beijing Normal University attended by teachers and students.  The discussion was joined by 
Professor Xiao Xiangrong, Associate Dean, School of Arts & Communication, Beijing Normal University, and 
Professor Wang Zhenyao, Dean, China Global Philanthropy Institute.   
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Jaap van Zweden rehearsing the orchestra for the opera  
 

Staged version of Die Walküre 
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Maestro Jaap van Zweden and world-class Wagner 
singers taking bows after the stunning performance of 
Die Walküre  
 

The performance of Bruckner's Eighth Symphony was an 
outstanding success 
 

  
  
Maestro Jaap van Zweden and Yu Long during a pre-
concert talk on Bruckner’s Symphony no. 8  

Mr. Li Jiangang, Deputy Director General of the Bureau 
for External Cultural Relations Ministry of Culture, PRC, 
Deputy Director of the Beijing Office of HKSAR, Miss 
Winnie So, Beijing Music Festival Artistic Director Yu 
Long together with the HK Phil management 
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Michael MacLeod at the Jingshi Philanthropy Lecture in 
Beijing Normal University 
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Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra 
Music Director: Jaap van Zweden  

Principal Guest Conductor: Yu Long 
 
The Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra (HK Phil) is recognised as Asia’s foremost classical orchestra. 
Presenting more than 150 concerts over a 44-week season, the HK Phil attracts more than 200,000 music 
lovers annually.  
 
Jaap van Zweden, one of today’s most sought-after conductors, has been the orchestra’s Music Director since 
the 2012/13 concert season, a position he will continue to hold until 2022. Maestro van Zweden will be the 
next Music Director of the New York Philharmonic from the 2018/19 season. 
 
Yu Long was appointed Principal Guest Conductor with the HK Phil for a three-year period commencing with 
the 2015/16 season. 
 
Under the dynamic leadership of Music Director Jaap van Zweden, the HK Phil has attained new heights of 
artistic excellence, garnering international critical acclaim.  
 
Following on from the success of the European tour which included a filmed concert from Vienna’s 
Musikverein, the HK Phil has toured extensively within the mainland China. In celebration of the 20

th
 

anniversary of the establishment of the HKSAR, and with support of the Hong Kong Economic and Trade 
Offices, the orchestra recently performed in Seoul, Osaka, Singapore, Melbourne and at the Sydney Opera 
House. 
 
Maestro Jaap van Zweden, the HK Phil, and a superb casts of soloists, have presented concert performances 
and recordings of the first three operas from Richard Wagner’s epic Ring cycle. These have been 
enthusiastically endorsed by both audiences and critics at home and abroad, and in recognition of their 
quality, the orchestra and Jaap have been invited to perform Wagner’s Die Walküre in staged performances at 
the Beijing Music Festival this October in a co-production with the Salzburg Easter Festival. 
 
Conductors and soloists who have recently, or shortly will have, performed with the orchestra include Vladimir 
Ashkenazy, Charles Dutoit, Christoph Eschbenbach, Matthias Goerne, Stephen Hough, Lang Lang, Yo-Yo Ma, 
Ning Feng and Yuja Wang. 
 
The HK Phil promotes the work of Hong Kong and Chinese composers through an active commissioning 
programme, and has released recordings on the Naxos label featuring Tan Dun and Bright Sheng, each 
conducting their own compositions. Its acclaimed education and community engagement programmes in 
schools, hospital and outdoor space, bring music into the hearts of tens of thousands of children and families 
every year. 
 
The Swire Group has been the Principal Patron of the HK Phil since 2006. Through this sponsorship, which is 
the largest in the orchestra’s history, Swire endeavours to promote artistic excellence, foster access to 
classical music and stimulate cultural participation in Hong Kong, and to enhance Hong Kong’s reputation as 
one of the great cities of the world.  
 
Thanks to a significant subsidy from the Hong Kong Government and long-term funding from Principal Patron 
Swire, the Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust and other supporters, the HK Phil now boasts a full-time 
annual schedule of core classical repertoire and innovative popular programming, extensive education and 
community programmes, and collaborations with, among others, Opera Hong Kong and the Hong Kong Arts 
Festival. 
 
Originally called the Sino-British Orchestra, it was renamed the Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra in 1957 
and became fully professional in 1974. The HK Phil is a registered charitable organisation.  
 
The Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra is financially supported by the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, and 
is a Venue Partner of the Hong Kong Cultural Centre 
SWIRE is the Principal Patron of the Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra 

 

 


